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About Environmental Action Germany (DUH)
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Á Environmental and consumer protection NGO, nonprofit

Á Entitled to take direct legal action

Á Founded in 1975 at Lake Constance

Á Around 300.000 active supporters

ÁOffices: Radolfzell, Berlin, Hannover, Köthen, Erfurt

Á Around 110 employees

ÁWorking at national and EU level
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Packagingconsumptionin Germany

Development of packaging waste

Million tonnes
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Packagingwastevolume

Considerablyincreased
Between1997 and2015

Waste volume
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Germany is EU championwhen it comesto
packagingwaste

EU Champion of waste production

Germany France Austria Sweden
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Packagingtrendςsingle-usewhereveryou look
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Á Discounters like Aldi andLidl sellbeveragesin single-use
bottlesandcansat verylow prices, strategicallydisplacing
competitors

Á Aldi and[ƛŘƭΨǎmarketshareisat 52 percentin the most
important beveragesegment(mineralwater), andthey only
sellsingle-usepackaging

Á Big single-usefillers ([ƛŘƭΨǎMEG) areexemptfrom renewable
energylevy

Discounters sell single-usePET bottles at low prices
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Increasingmarketshareof single-usebeverage
packagingwhile refillablesare declining

Beverage sector

Beer

Water

Soft drinks

Mixed beverages with alcohol

Weighted average

Thereof

Refillables

Ecologically advantageous single-use packaging
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Single-useplasticbottles dominate the market

Refillables

Other single-use packaging

Ecologicallyadvantageous single-use
packaging
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Environmental burdencausedby single-usebottles
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*Bottlesthat arereturnedto retail arerecycled

474,000 
tonnesof

plastic

16.4 billion
bottles
go to

waste*

480,000 
crudeoil + 

gas 
condensate

9.5 billion
KWh 

electrical
energy

Per year, the productionof single-usebottles in Germany uses:


