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Target 90%: Unprecedented European coalition calls for
EU ambitious proposal for circular beverage packaging

Brussels, 24 October 2022: Today, a broad coalition representing European beverage
producers, material and technology suppliers, recyclers, NGOs and public entities have
called for ambitious action to enable full circularity of beverage packaging' in the
anticipated draft amendment of the EU Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive
(PPWD), due at the end of November 2022.

The coalition believes that the upcoming revision of the EU PPWD is a real opportunity to
take the right measures and accelerate the transition to circular beverage packaging.

For this reason, in their position paper?, the coalition highlights the importance of setting
a 90% separate collection for recycling target by 2029 for beverage packaging. This
is to ensure higher recycling rates and recycled content in packaging, which in turn will
significantly reduce the demand for virgin resources in a meaningful way.

Under a 90% target scenario, the EU would recycle an additional equivalent of 92 billion
PET bottles by 2030°. This would mean that 2.6 million tonnes less virgin PET would be
needed by the bottle industry from 2022 to 2030.

The coalition also considers that it is key to adopt well-designed deposit return
systems (DRS) in Member States whose collection performance fails to meet
interim milestones needed to attain the 90% target. To do it effectively, it is essential
to develop minimum requirements for any new DRS to maximise their efficiency. DRS has



already proven to be an efficient collection system in several European countries by
ensuring high collection rates of high-quality material for recycling. This is a fundamental
condition to promote closed-loop recycling and deliver circular beverage packaging.

“This proposal, which includes a 90% separate collection target plus the promotion of well-
designed national deposit return systems, is not just about waste reduction and circularity,
it is also about stimulating local economies, creating jobs, and increasing Europe's
resilience by securing resources and saving energy,” says Clarissa Morawski, Chief
Executive of Reloop.

Reloop's model calculates that achieving a 90% collection target would make an additional
170 billion beverage containers available for recycling between 2022 and 2030. The non-
alcoholic beverage industry supports this potential significant step forwards:

For Nicholas Hodac, Director General of UNESDA Soft Drinks Europe, this proposal
points the way forward for reaching beverage packaging circularity: “This is a real
opportunity to achieve closed-loop recycling and, therefore, we look forward to seeing the
European Commission accommodating this proposal. Our sector could not be more
committed to increasing the collection and recycling rates of our packaging to make it fully
circular, but we need supportive measures to do it successfully.”

Patricia Fosselard, Secretary General of Natural Mineral Waters Europe (NMWE),
believes that beverage packaging is highly suited to achieve full circularity: “Beverage
packaging is highly recyclable, can be reused over and over again in high value
applications and already delivers the highest recycling rates. We are calling on the EU to
further boost circularity by laying down minimum requirements for well-designed DRS and
granting bottlers’ access to a fair quota of their recycled bottles.”

Wouter Lox, Secretary General of the European Fruit Juice Association (AIJN), agrees
that it is high time to move circularity forward: “Reducing packaging waste presents a huge
opportunity for circularity within the EU, and as such, it is critical to get the PPWD revision
right. The European fruit juice industry, therefore, fully supports the ambition of setting a
90% separate collection for recycling target by 2029 for beverage container packaging.”

The European Commission has a perfect opportunity to drive the transition to a circular
economy with a 90% separate collection target and well-designed DRS for beverage
packaging. Now is the time to be ambitious!

Note to Editors

"The coalition agrees that circular beverage packaging is packaging (single use or refillable) that is
collected separately at a high rate, refilled or recycled multiple times in a closed loop. When recycled,
it should contain a high percentage of recycled material, originating from beverage packaging,

thereby contributing to material resource efficiency and waste prevention.

https://www.reloopplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Coalition-Position-Paper Oct-24.pdf

3 https://www.reloopplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Reloop-Target-90-Report  FINAL.pdf
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For further information, please contact:

Clarissa Morawski, Co-founder and CEO, Reloop Platform
M: +34 636 708 095, clarissa.morawski@reloopplatform.org

About Reloop Platform

Reloop is an international non-profit association. Reloop’s vision is a world free of pollution,
where an ambitious and integrated circular economy allows our precious resources to
remain resources, so that people, businesses and nature can flourish. We achieve this by
working with governments, industry and society to accelerate the global transition to a
circular economy for all resources. Reloop is committed to its scientific and data-driven
approach. www.reloopplatform.org

Inés Rebelo, Communications Manager, UNESDA Soft Drinks Europe
M: +32 477 860 901, irebelo@unesda.eu

About UNESDA Soft Drinks Europe

Established in 1958, UNESDA Soft Drinks Europe is the Brussels-based trade association
representing the non-alcoholic beverages sector. Its membership comprises of 10
companies and 23 national associations from across Europe. UNESDA members are
involved in the production and/or distribution of a wide variety of non-alcoholic beverages



including still drinks, carbonates, fruit drinks, energy drinks, iced teas and sports drinks.

UNESDA’s policy priorities are sustainability (e.g. beverage packaging, collection, recycling),
responsibility (e.g. sugar reduction, school policies, marketing practices towards children
and labelling) and competitiveness (e.g. taxation, market access). www.unesda.eu

John McLean, Communications Manager, Natural Mineral Waters Europe
M: +32 460 97 86 49, john.mclean@nmwe.org

About Natural Mineral Waters Europe

Natural Mineral Waters Europe has been the voice of natural mineral water and spring water
since 1953. Today, we represent 550 producers who provide European consumers with
unique, healthy and high-quality products. Pioneers in environmental custodianship, our
members have a long tradition of working in partnership with local communities to safeguard
the ecosystem around water resources. Our sustainability mission now extends to achieving
full circularity for all packaging. www.nmwe.org

Marton Gellert, Public Affairs & Communications Manager, AlJN
M: +32 (0)2 235 06 26, marton.gellert@aijn.eu

About AJIN — European Fruit Juice Association

Since 1962, AlJN — European Fruit Juice Association has been representing the interests of
the entire fruit juice supply chain, from fruit processors to packers of consumer products.
AIJN provides a platform for members to build international coalitions by coordinating
collective actions and finding sector-specific solutions. AIUN’s current membership consists
of 18 national associations as Full Members, 1 national association as Associated Member
and 22 businesses as Observer Members. https://aijn.eu/en




